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...... The section where Shipleys came 

from mi8ht be justifi.bly called the 

mo8t be.utiful in Engl.nd •••• 8reen 

vistas suddenly appear .round • bend 

of the road, .nd it f.irly takes your 

breath .way, 

- .nd yoy be8in to visualize 

what it 1l\l8t have been like when our 

.ncestors followed ox-dr.wn ploughs 

.nd tended their sheep in the 11th 

Century •••• , 
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As one steps back in history, the i.por­

tance of Yorkshire as the origln of the Shipley 

fa.ly becomes IIOre evident. In 1972, with the 

co-operation of the Lord Lieutenant of Yorkshire 

(the queen's representative), the Ubnrlans of 

the Clty of York, the York Minster and others, we 

obtained a U.t of all Shipley recordings ln the 

old le.l archlves of the Archblahopric of York, 

back to the year 1200. WhUe we did not uncover 

out' Ada., the Ibt _de faselnating reading since 

it gave the naMS of aoae fifty tOWlUl and villages 

where th.e ancient bearers of OUT na.e Uved, 

owned property, _rried, dled, or broke the law, 

a. the case .. y be. 

raithful subscribers to the Shipley News 

Letter .. y recall a brief article in the issue of 

March 1973 hopefully entitled, ''Progr." Report 

on IIIgUah a .... rchea .. " in vblch we d_cribed a 

survey of the plac.. in England where present­

day Shiple,. reside. 



This survey. baled on a study of current tele­

phone directories of III08t of the counties, revealed 

thllt Ship1eys taday'are particularly numerous 1n 

the northeastern counties of Northumberland. Durham. 

and York. They hIIve also fanned out into the neigh­

boring counties of Linealn, Derby, .Stafford and 

Leicester and the Hldlands area. Very few ' Shlpleys 

are lhown in the rest of Insland. Yorkshire, the 

01''''-,11'1 (( our Ada. Shipley breneh, ltill tak. the 

prize with the moat numerous liltiftBl, coaparable 

to Anne Arundel, Carroll, Howard and laltilllOre 

counties in Maryland. 

THE SRIPLEY TWRCLI 

Towns eorteentnted in the West aDd South ar"l . 

of Yaruhlre fcmn a triaD8le bounded on the north 

by the great ind_trial eitiea of Leeds 'and Bradford 

and enendill8 southward 30 or 40 ml_ to the biB 

city of Sheffield, near the border of DWrbyahireand 

Nottin8haJlShlre. Slpiflcantly, the tOWn of SHIPLEY, 

nov a borouBh of Bradford, 11 in thia area, a PIIrt 

of the Brut ,urban coapl_ ·of Bradford and LeedS. 

A IJIIIll hI.let of Sh!pl81, alao yery old, la nestled 

in a valley near Huddet'llfield, 15 Idl_ to the .outh. 

SHIPLEY sllctftd no 118M of lta ale, MlD8 a thrtYlIl8, 

typlcal modern market center. 
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IX»tiS MY BOOK 

The Doll_day Book ln which Wi1Ua. the Conqueror 

ca .. eel to be llsted all the land holdinp of hia new 

d ... in, refers to the ""-nor of Scipeleta", ln the 

"Wapenta"e of Morley", an anclent lubdivialan of the 

country aouth of the clt,. of SHIPLEY. It Uata a 

certaln ... venahll aa boldl ... "3 carrucat." * of 

land worth 10 ahllllnaa, III the twe of Idvard the 

Conf.aar. It abo atat .. that "in Sclpeleta, .run 
and Odincar had 2 carneata... All of theae indlYld­

uala vere probabl,. of Saull or ScandlnaYlall orillil. 

* A carrueate ia the a .. t of land thllt 
could be tilled In aile year by one plovch 
dravn by a axen. 

WHAT'S 1M A .HI 
AI we know. faml,. ..... were j_t be&lnnlna 

to be used in the Middle"" except ill the caae of 

a fev DOble f ... li... They vere dmyed froll the 

tnde or oc:c:us-tion of the ' illdiYldual, the town he 

ca_ f~, hi, father'a DIM, etc • . Sheep ralaina, 

pnduati~ of 11001, vean ... of cloth, etc.', have 

bftIl carried Oil In Yorablre for at leaat 600 yean. 

Thua, aUl"DUlM auch aa W .. ..r, Dyer, Shear .. , Fuller 

are c~n. ''Shlpley" 11 III thla catepry. For 

l.tanee, a 14th Century Uat of taxpa,.ers of the 

town of SHIPLEY, lnclud .. llldlvlduaia vlth the auru ... 
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of "de B~ley", "de DenbY" al well al "Richlrd Ie 

Souter" (Iho_ku) and John Malison, or Hartin. 

SHIPLEYS IN SHIPLEY 

It waa not surprlllns that we found no Shlpleys 

listed for the town of SHIPLIY. To find th_ In 

those earl,. ,. .. ra, one haa to look In the otheT llttle 

towns and he.leta of the reslon to which they had 

IM)ved frail SHIPLEY, or Shgley, all the calle .. ,. han 

been. The speillns of the 118 .... rie. videl,. and 

appears aa Sf!P1)elel, SepelaY8, Schepela,., Shepley, 

ShipleY, etc. 08uall,. a "de"appetred before It to 

indicate thllt It Wla a 118 .. of orl81n. 

THE SHIPLIY TWtI;LI 

DuriIlA our triP to 1nI1and in JUile of thia ,.ear 

we decided thllt It would be intenetllll to Ylalt the 

seetin which vaa at.oet cerulnl,. the orlsln of OUT 

falll.l,.. We had been In Yorbhln a."...l tu.. be­

fore, notabl,. with the fa .. Shipl.,. Toar In 1977, 

thla tiM ve wanted to coaeem:nte on the "Shipl.,. 

Mansle". 
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YOIUCSHIII 

Yorkshire, althou&h nov lubcllvided into four 

parta for political actalnbtntion, 18 the Ta .. 

of Ensland, the larsest of the laallah counti ... 

It 18 acenieall,. one of the .at varied and IIOIt 

beautiful. Toda,., vialton are dnVII to the fa .. d 

yorbhir • .oon In the DOnh .. at, to the rollina 

opea wolda OD the south .. at, or to the Spectacular 

wild dales of the v .. tem aeetlon. 

Tourista awld the .. rky coalfl.lda and h ..... 

11,. Industriallaed belt araUDd lradford, Leeds, 

Huddenfleld, Halifax and Sheffleld, wheTe the . 

Shipl.,. ca .. fra.. lut, before the Industrial 

revolution, tM.a aeetlon -aht ha .. beea jUltlfi­

abl,.. called the II08t beautiful In the country. 

Even toda,. the rollllll creea Ybtaa that auddenl,. 

appear all ,.ou round a bend bet.een Halifax and 

Hudderafield or on the outakirts of Sheffield fair-

1,. take your breath ava,.. 

- You aoon forset the -nina llhafta, factory 

.stacu and dl...,. wonen' dvellinaa and you beain 

to Ylaualize what It .. t haft ...... like In the 

11th century when bftDChll, lrun and Odincar 

(.,.,.albl,. our aDOeaton') followed their ox-dnvn 

pl0U8h11 and t_ded their abeep. 
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SKIPLEY-oN-THl-AIRI 

After a fa da,. in the wonderful eity of 

Yorlt. darlll8' which ve did eOlM intenai .. dissins 

into perleh reoorda of the 14th. 15th and 16th 

eentarl., ' ". IIOYed oar Mee of opentione to the 

little villase of liIl81.,. on the edie of the IIOOr 

n.r SIfIPLIY. Th. town ite.lf~ not IMtlns a center 

for visiton, does not heft a auU.hle hoet.try. 

Thoe. on the Tour in 1977 "Ul reelll thlt it .. I 

. . I ~ " 

a niilY _rkftctay "hen ve S6t to slftpm and thue 

".1 no plaee to ,.rk. ~o... harried oil to oar 

. oftrftiSht Itop at Harrapte. · 

!hie y.r then vaa tlile ·to valk around and 

_Ite iriqulries. Then ie really not a.eh to a •• 

in SRIPt.I'r aeept eho,. and .qpft'lilarketl. bat the 

town 1I 'aperbly lituated. ruched hish on the 

blnb of the MYft' Aire. it 11 · .alY to n.UliU,E. 

the ltet!inal villase vlth Iheep poe_ina on the 

hilliides around about. 

The Aln Valley and Shipley Glen wer. one 

of the ehief ... t ..... t tnd. roat .. aerM' the 

eoantry in the lronz. A.e, eo SRlPLIY ... t ha .. 

been: lelectedae a .ettt .. nt .it. Yft'Y .. rly on. 
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MANOR or SHIPLEY 

Whi i. the Doll_day look .. tiona a ''MInor 

of Sehipelela", ve found no _nor ho ... in the 

town of SRlPLIY, and it .ie i.,ortant to r .. li •• 

th*t in urly AS-, "_nor" waried vid.ly al to 

ext.nt and nature. 

At the tiM of the Conq .. t; the Manor of 

Shipley ".. poented to on. llbert d. Lteey, a . 

follover of WilUa. the COllllwror. At 101M point 

it rnerted to the Crown. and darins the reisn of 

Idvard the COnf.lor la.e landa therein were Si ven 

in a poent to Miehola. d. Mlny. Superior of the 

Order of St. John of Jerusal_. In 1116 the Order 

... Md. "lord of the _nor" and XniShte of St. 

John held fe.. of lands in SHIrLEY for § a. -111 

y .. rs. 

The Gaaooisne fa.tly beca .. lordS fro. 1422 

until the rftsn of Queen Dbabeth I,When {tn 1570) 

a WilUa. l8"on of Inctford. tbroulh _rrt.ase to 

the daashter of IIUUa. C..ooip. of SIfIPLIY. 

aoqalred the _nor. " .. OM held the _nor untU 

1745, when it vent to the widow of the lalt Raweon. 

She r_rrled and pelled the lordlhip to her husband, 

Cyril Jacbon of Sta~ord. 

Th. _nor ".. lold in Geoqe IV'I tlM for 

1124.00 and ennt .. lly ea .. lnto the poll.llon of 

the Earl of Rosae. where lt prn .... bly ItUl 11. 
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SIR MATTHEW de SHIPLEY 

To the ea.t of the Manor of Shipley was the 

i_enee Manor of Wakefi'etd, which WilUa. the Con­

queror granted to hi. cousin, the Earl of Warenne. 

Perhaps the INCh •• aller Manor of Shipley va. soae­

how .ubsidiary to the Hanor of wakeneld, we caMOt 

tell, but the town of SHIPLEY 1a Maed in the DOIIes­

day look a. allDD8 others ukina pa,.ent for the use 

of lands in the Wakefield grant. tto.t of the tovna 

mentioned in our recorda are .ituated in tbe Shipley 

or Wakefield areas, eastvard to Pontefnct. · In the 

year 1219 a Sir Hlthew de Shipley was listed as 

Steward to the 111'1 of Warenne. 

SOlElllY 

One of our earliest Shipley recorda has to do 

with the little viUIBe of Sowerby (pronounced Sorby), 

about 10 1111 ... outhea.t of SHIPLEY, due w .. t of 

Halifax in the Calder Valley. This 11 Blorious hiBh 

hUl country with steep wooded .lop .. down to the 

Vllley floor. Soverby uy han be .... ettled aa 

early a. the 10th century and va • . a part of the 

Earl de Waretme'. sreat Manor of Wakeneld. It once 

,a.eite __ to • wide area, inc:ludiq a ft.t 110,.1 

foreat, and va. the seat of the Manorial Court of 

Wakefield. It vas I grot center for sheep rliaing 
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and the woolen trade. Today, it is only a tiny 

village, high on a windswept plateau. We just 

managed to maneuver our small Eft8lish car up the 

steep. winding road. Onee there you can see for 

miles. and in ou~ imagination what we saw were 

elrty Shipleys trudging over the countryside. 

LANDOWNERS IN SOWERBY 

A John and a Thoaas de Schepeley were listed 

as landowners at Sowerby in 1298. John was stated 

to be a 80n of Hugh, a grlndson of Harding, and a 

brother of Matthew. In 1202 Matthew was shown as 

havlft8 a d18pute vith Ryland Abbey about a land 

transaction. It is a mere surmise that this family 

llvef1 at Sowerby, but it 18 a fact that they owned 

land there and their interests were wide-ranging 

in tbe area, especlally Matthew's. 

''THE CHURCH STILE" 

We had hoped to find an old parish church in 

Sowerby but were disappointed that St. Peter's, • 

. very stately 8tr1lCtU"t'e.. had none-the-leBs been buUt 

only in 1763 .. and toabetones in the cemetery dated 

froa that tbe. As we sat in our car deciding 

whet'e nat to go, an .ttrllletive young "Bobby" , by 

Mile Peter Cushing, asked if he could be of a8llst­

ance. Since it was nearly lunchtiae we inquired 
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about a place to get I sandwich and he rlirecterl us 

to "The Church StUe", a chaning little pub on the 

road on the other side of the church. 

Quietly, we Sit next to a nice couple, but our 

American accent gave us away when we ordered our 

sandwiches. The entire company joined in • lively 

conversation about America and world iSluas. They 

were interested in our fa.tly researches but could 

offer no clues. Our "period" was far too far in 

the past for any of them, and there were no Shipleys 

there any more. They certainly' had never heard of 

Thomas de Schepeley and his vife, who in the late 

1200&, were fined for illegal ale-sellingl 

S HIPLEYS ON THE. HOVE 

The referenee in the lisu prepared for us by 

Mr. Barr, the Ubrarian of Yorlad.nster, .ave .. It .. rd 

a. the yean progres8. Old Sowerby 18 about 3 anea 

east of Halifax, and Shipleya are reported in towns 

to the ean and south of HaUfax, such al Heckllonvlke, 

Brighouse, a.ltrick and Southowra. ift the 12008. and 

early 13001 • . They had allo begUD to appear ift r.cords 

for H1rlleld, Huddenfield, Dewabury, wakefield aDd 

Pontefract, farther "It. Iy the 15001 and 16001 

they show up farther louth toward Iotherbla aDd 

Shefneld. We droye back and forth thnqh the whole 

arM, 8toppi", at as .. ny "Shipley" tOWftl al poelibla. 
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WILUAM SHEPLEY 

Southowra. is now a part of Halifax and here, 

in 1499, a William Sh~ley appears in a deed con­

neeted with Shibden Hall, which we visited. It is 

a magnificent Turlor manor house, now owned by the 

City of Halifax Corporation. The earliest part of 

the house WlS built in the beginning of the 1400s 

and now, fully restored and furnished, it houses 

in its out-buildings the Folk MUseum of West York­
Shire. 

The property was part of the large snnt 8i ven 

by Willia. the Conqueror to the Earl of Warenne,and 

as lIIentioned before, Sir Hltthew de Shepley was his 

Steward in 1219. We have no knowledge of any con­

nection between hi. and the William Shipley mentioned 

in the Shibden deed in 1499, but it wal interesting 

to visit the old house and realize that Shipleya 

had had SOIlM! connection. 

HIItFIELD 

The !lOst mneroua Shipley refeTenc. on our 

Ult are for Mlrfield, • laqe town about: 10 .na 
southeast of HaUfax. They b88an in about 1564 

and far the period eoyered, up to 1744, indicated 

a larse settlentent of Perlona1fhe na... This is 

supported by parish resister entries Which we 

also were able to obtain f~ the City of York. 
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The Elr1 of Warenne also entera the 

picture here since plru of the Hirfield area 

were included in his ~rant of the Manor of 

Wakefield. 

PA RISH CHURCH 

We found the parilh church of St. 

Mary'" and while it waa rebuilt in 1871, the 

medieval tower atUl ltanda to the sC)"th of 

the present buUdiq. We vere interested and 

ple .. ed to see a Shipley Usted on a plaque 

of donon to a meorial fund affiXed to the 

tower wall. Next to the church is abUSe IIOUDd 

which arb the location of the anal.t Manor 

of Wakeneld. 

GRIEN nlLDS or ENCUMD 

The open countrywide .vrroundi~ the 

town of Mlrfield ia a tribute to the ",re. 

belt" pOlicy, and tbe town i •• ..,anted froll 

its neishbors by a continuous "Del of lovely 

country that conveys a f .. li~ of what lt va. 
Uke when the first Shipley8 arrived there 

hundred8 of years a~o. 

- 12 -

0' THE OLD COUNl'RY " 

TheTe is neither tille nor apace to 

continue the travelosue of our visit to Ship-

ley country. It wa. a fascinati~ experience 

even i .f ve did not come up with conclusive 

evidence of Ada. Shipley'. Unel~e in "the old 

country ........ . 

SOlIe day 1000e enterprisin8 Shipley 

wUl COIlltl upon the needed clue. either in 

Annapolis or in Yorkshire. and we will be on 

our Way. 

Su.tit. New Jersey 
NovembeT 1979 

Emily and Parke Shipley 
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